
Then we went to Gruene, TX.  The historic place is that Arriving in Texas 
in the mid-1840’s. German farmers became the first settlers of what is 
now known as Gruene.  A German immigrant Ernst Gruene and his bride 
Antoinette had reached the newly established city of New Braunfels in 
1845.  It boomed.  There are some antique stores, restaurants and rafts 
and tube trips on the Guadalupe River.  We ate at restaurant in a nice cool 
place.   Then we were on way to go home and bus engine went down.  It 
had belt burst out.  We had to wait for mechanical coming for 2 and half 
hours.  He fixed simple job and just tight 
belt, which was loose.  We enjoyed talking 

to others and we know 
each other better.  We 
arrived home safely.  We 
enjoyed our trip and 
experience.

Submitted by Julie Spaulding
Photograph by Jim Dermon

14 of us arrived LBJ Museum in San Marcos on May 18th. LBJ museum is 
small and has not much things but it is interesting to see that there are 
many kinds of pens on his name and date, which he used at office.  He was 
graduated at High School when he was 15 years old.  He was graduated at 
TSU in San Marcos.  TSU honored him as statue is at Museum.  It is small.  
There are pretty books about him.  Second floor will be 
remodeled soon and there will be more things to see.
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Board of Directors
Don Hahn

Nancy Morris
Audrey Leger

Executive Director
Larry Butler

Activities Director
Larry Fewell

Communications Director
Cathy Simerka

Budget Director
Judy Lorenz

Head Committee Chairs
Travel – Gertrude Sessions

Refreshment – Tommy Wells
Luncheon – Felix Guerra

Prizes – Patsy Walker
Games/Crafts – TBA

Archives – Julie Spaulding
Hospitality – Zelma Curbello

Seminars – TBA
Newsletter Editor – Judy Becker

Editorial Assistants – Rochelle Simpson
Subscription – Judy Becker
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June
Birthday

 9 Margie Graham
 10 Sheila Kennedy
Anniversary

 8 Cathy & Fred Simerka
  24 years (1988)
 12 Dinah & Mickey McKenzie
  3 years (2009)
 13 Julie & James Spaulding
  42 years (1970)
 19 Zelma & Gus Curbello
  58 years (1954)
 22 Margie & Troy Graham
  49 years (1963)

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Friday, June 1:
ASL Social
Memorial City Mall
900 South Gessner
Houston, TX 77007
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Tuesday, June 5:
“Homeless Outreach”
Positive Interaction Program
Woodhaven Church for the Deaf
9920 Long Point Drive
Houston, TX 77055
7:00 pm
Wednesday, June 6:
Diabetes Workshop Session
The Lillian Beard Deaf 

Connection Center
9920 Long Point Drive
Houston, TX 77055
10:00 am - 12:00 noon

Friday, June 8:
Deaf/ASL Social (Ft. Bend) 
Chick-fil-A
20010 Southwest Freeway
Sugarland, TX 77022   
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Wednesday, June 13:
Meeting / Father’s Luncheon
HDSCLF
Metropolitan Multi-Service Ctr
1475 W. Gray Street
Houston, TX 77019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday, June 27:
Social
HDSCLF
Metropolitan Multi-Service Ctr
1475 W. Gray Street
Houston, TX 77019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

SENIOR CITIZENS’ FIELD TRIP

Friday, June 15, 2012
Arriving in Nacogdoches, TX
Stop 1: McDonald (Breakfast)
Stop 2: Old Stone Fort ($1.00)

Stop 3: Barnhill & Steak (Buffet - $10.03 included tax & tip or 
$11.56 included tax, tip & drink)

Stop 4: Sterne Hoye House Museum & Library ($1.00)
Stop 5: Dairy Queen in Cleveland, TX

Please meet at Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church at 6:30 am
Bus Departs at 7:00 am

Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church
9920 Long Point Drive

Houston, TX 77055
 CONTACT: Gertrude Sessions CONTACT: Julie Spaulding
 VP: (281) 249-5284 VP: (281) 249-5276

on June 17, 2012
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Mother’s Day Luncheon
On Wednesday, May 9, 2012 Patsy Walker 
brought nice gift bags & pretty flowers 
after the meeting. 9 of us ladies won 
great prizes. We, ladies, enjoyed Mother’s 
luncheon. Our husband and boyfriend 
brought foods and served nice lunch. 
Thank them for honoring us. We had fun.

 Judy Howard
 Becker West

Birthday
Lavern & James Fair

59th Anniversary

Back row: Cathy Simerka - Flower, Delma Long - Wind Chimes, Lavern Fair - Flower, 
Dorothy Thomas - Purple Dish, Sherry Fewell - Album Frame Display.

Front row: Sharon Grizzaffi - Pot Holder & Towel, Margie Graham - Flower, 
Marie Hays - Uncle Sam Statue



Mack and I stopped by to visit Jane at Heritage 
Square Assisted Living in Fort Worth.  She was 
so surprised and happy to see us.  She looked 
great and was able to walk around even though 
one of her legs was swollen.  We chatted for an 
hour.  She made new friends with other deaf 
residents and she told us that she was happy 
about her decision in moving here.  It is mainly 
because of easy communication with other 
residents, staff and medical people. She has 
few pieces of furniture, which is on the loan for 
a while.  She is waiting for a load of her own 
furniture from Houston to arrive soon.  Then 
she can decorate her one bedroom apartment. 
Her address is Heritage Square Assisted Living, 
500 S. Beach St., #102, Fort Worth, TX 76105.  
Her TV set, VP, and her computer are in but 
she is still waiting for DSL connection being set 
up.

Submitted by Sarah Harris
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Today as both of you look back
with happiness and pride

upon the Fifty-Eight cherished years
that you’ve spent side by side,

May every memory that you share
of dreams you’ve seen come true,

help make this special day
a happy one for you!

REMINDING LADIES

Luncheon for Father’s Day will be held 
on June 13. All ladies can contact Nancy 
Morris at nmorris726@gmail.com or call 
her at 281-815-4033 to let her know what 
you plan to bring.

 Jessie Jane Sarah
 Hegrave Harris

Zelma & Gus Curbello

Titanic Museum in Houston
If you are interested in visiting the Titanic 
museum on Friday, July 13, 2012, please 
make payable to HDSCLF & mail a check 
or money order ($15 each person) to 
HDSCLF, Attn: Gertrude Sessions, P. O. Box 
664, Missouri City, TX 77459-0664 before 
or on June 27, 2012. No refund after June 
27th. Thank you. Gertrude will give more 
information to you, who attend.



Missy G’s Sweet Potato Pound Cake
About 4 medium Sweet Potatoes
2 sticks (1 cup) unsalted butter
1 cup Sugar or ½ cup Splenda® Sugar Blend
1 cup Dark Brown Sugar
4 large eggs
3 ½ cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons Baking Soda
½ teaspoon ground Nutmeg
½ teaspoon ground Cinnamon
½ teaspoon Salt
½ cup milk
1 teaspoon Vanilla Extract
1 teaspoon Maple flavoring
1 cup peeled & diced Granny Smith apples
About 2 hours before mixing the cake:  Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. Bake your sweet potatoes for 
at least 45 minutes. Potato should be very mushy inside. Remove from oven and cool for 1 hour. Slit each 
skin lengthwise and remove. Mash with a potato masher and measure out 2 cups for the recipe. Cool to 
room temperature before mixing the cake. 
To make the cake: Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. Line the bottom of tube pan with parchment paper 
and spray the sides and bottom with baking spray. Cream the butter with mixer on medium speed. 
Combine the sugars in separate bowl. Gradually add to the creamed butter, ¼ cup at a time, beating at 
medium to high speed after each addition. Add eggs, one at a time, beating at medium to high speed for 
1 minute. Reduce the mixer to low speed and add mashed potatoes, ½ cup at a time. In a separate bowl, 
dry whisk together the flour, baking powder, baking soda, nutmeg, cinnamon, and salt. In another bowl, 
combine the milk, vanilla, and maple flavoring. With mixer still on low speed, alternately add the flour 
mixture and milk mixture. Turn off mixer and scrape down the sides of the bowl with spatula. Then, mix 
the batter on medium to high speed for 2 minutes. Slow mixer down to lowest speed and add apples. Pour 
batter into prepared cake pan and use back of spoon to even out and smooth the batter.
For the Topping:  2 tablespoons cold unsalted butter, cut into pats;  2 tablespoons dark brown sugar and 
¾ cup chopped pecans.
To make the topping:  In a bowl, combine cold butter, brown sugar, and chopped pecans. Mix with a 
wooden spoon as the mixture is crumbly. Sprinkle the topping all over the surface of the batter. Bake 
in oven for 1 hour and 15 minutes. Use a sharp knife to test the cake. Cool in pan for 20 minutes. Then, 
unmold the cake and flip it onto a cake rack, topping side up.

Submitted by Ann Wheeler

Smiley Face
Submitted by Robert Yost

The Three Religious Truth of Life
1) The Jewish faith does not recognize the 

Messiah
2) The Protestants do not recognize the Pope.
3) Two Baptist in a liquor store do not recognize 

each other.
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Joining a church
contributed by a Johnnie Pegues

A Texas man went to the Baptist church and asked 
to join. The preacher said “OK, but you have to pass 
a Bible test first.”
“Here’s the question, “Where was Jesus born?”
The man thought a minute and said, “Longview.”
The preacher said, “Sorry, you can’t join our 
church.”
So, the man went on down the road to a 
Pentecostal church and asked to join. The preacher 
said, “We’d love to have you. You have to pass a 
Bible test first, though.”
OK
“Here’s the question, “Where was Jesus born?”
Quicker this time, the man said, “Tyler.”
The preacher said, “no way can you join our 
church.”
So ... on the man goes, down the road to the 
Methodist church and asked if he could join.
The preacher said, “Sure you can join! We welcome 
you!”
The man said, “You mean I don’t have to pass a 
Bible test first?”
The preacher said, “No.”
The man said, “Can I ask you a question then?”
“Certainly,” said the Methodist preacher.
“Where was Jesus born?” the man asked.
The preacher said, “Palestine.”
The man nodded, and kind of mumbled to himself, 
“I knew it was somewhere in East Texas.”

Printed by the Senior News of May 2012

Donald Hahn
Owner

9618 Oregano Circle
Houston, Texas 77036

832.413.6183 (VP)
713.574.9158 (Voice)

deafglobtravel@gmail.com 
www.deafglobetrotterstravel.com

 Each Issue 12 Issues/year

Full Page $40.00 $400.00
7-1/2” x 10”

Half Page $20.00 $200.00
7-1/2” x 5”

Quarter Page $10.00 $100.00
3-3/4” x 5”

One-Eighth Page $5.00 $50.00
3-3/4” x 2-1/2”

ADVERTISING RATES
(All in Black & White)

Make a money order or check payable to Houston 
Deaf Senior Citizens Love Fund and mail to Judy 
Becker, c/o HDSCLF, P. O. Box 664, Missouri City, 
TX 77459-0664 or hand in person to Judy Becker 
before or on 15th day of each month.

Be sure to make a copy for your record. An 
advertiser will get a complimentary copy of issue. 
Thank you!

Laughing Matters



OBITUARIES
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Mary Elizabeth Thompson Corley, 85, died at 
home in Boerne on the evening of April 2. Her 
children, Tami & Michael were by her side, along 
with the caring presence of Hospice. She finally 
succumbed to the cancer that she had furiously 
fought for 20 years.
She was born in Bowie County, TX, November 26, 
1926, to her loving parents, Berman & Rebecca 
Thompson. Her faithful childhood companion was 
her beloved brother, Joe Barrett. Mary became deaf 
at the age of 3 and this was to become the formative 
hallmark of her life. Her loving mother worked with 
her constantly to keep her talking and to make sure 
that she was able to excel in the “hearing world.” 
This wasn’t an easy thing, but she always worked 
hard at her studies and the family moved to Austin 
in the early 1940‘s so that she could attend Texas 
School for the Deaf as a senior student in order to 
finally become proficient at sign language.
It was in Austin that she met her loving husband of 
57 years, Emitte Charles Corley, who preceded her 
in death in 2006. They had two babies that they 
lost in early childhood, and two more that remain 

Daniel P. Griffin Jr., 93, died April 25, 2012, in 
Houston. He was advocate for the deaf.
He was preceded in death by his devoted wife 
Elizabeth of 64 years; his parents Dr. & Mrs. Daniel 
Griffin; two sisters Lucy Holmes & Anne Griffin; & 
his oldest son Dan III.
He is survived by his children Judith Usilton & her 
late husband Jim of Trumbull, CT, Missy Sullivan of 
North Hatfield, MA, John Griffin & his wife Pamela 
of Wellesley, MA, Patty Decker & her husband Joe 
of Katy, and Sheila Grady of Ft Worth; thirteen 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.
Dan developed an interest in the affairs of the deaf 
people in our population & became influential in 
their society. He was twice elected president of the 
International Parent Organization, a worldwide 
association of 15,000 parents of deaf children, one 
of three divisions of The Alexander Graham Bell 
Association for the Deaf. He was named to the board 
of directors and to the executive committee at the 
same worldwide organization. In 1970, under the 
sponsorship of the Clarke School for the Deaf in 
Northampton, he wrote & directed a documentary 

on this earth to mourn them today - Tami Corley 
Kegley, and Michael Charles Corley. Mary is also 
survived by her loving son-in-law, Charles Gordon 
Kegley, 2 grandsons, and their families.  Her faithful 
canine companion, Baby, also misses her very much.
Mary was a working mom & very proud of her long 
career, first with the US Airforce and then with 
NASA at Johnson Space Center. Retirement was a 
dirty word to her, so she worked up until the last 
few years of her life. For several years, she was a 
classroom assistant at Barbara Bush Elementary 
School in The Woodlands, TX, working with 
“mainstreaming” deaf children, which she found 
very rewarding.  After she and Emitte relocated 
to Boerne in 2000, she volunteered in the deaf 
community in San Antonio, ultimately becoming 
the executive director of Senior Services at 
Communication Services for the Deaf, San Antonio.
There will be a memorial for her at the Gazebo on 
Main Plaza in Boerne, Sunday, April 22, at 2:30 in 
the afternoon.  Everyone is welcome.  Mary was 
a great lover of animals.  In lieu of flowers, please 
direct donations to the Hill Country Animal League. 

motion picture titled “Everything But Hear.” This 
film was accorded awards by the National Council 
on Family Relations, by the Greater Columbus Film 
Festival, as well as the American Film Festival. 
The motion picture was selected by the United 
States Information Agency and shown by them 
to 535 TV outlets in 86 countries. The University 
of Melbourne incorporated the film into a new 
program in audiology & the Smithsonian Institution 
used it in a one-year public information program 
devoted to rehabilitation. The Clarke School for 
the Deaf ordered a supply of the documentary & 
for a number of years shipped the film in response 
to requests from schools & other organizations 
serving the needs of the deaf. Although the school 
has equipped itself with additional, more recent 
pictures, there are still requests for a showing.
A funeral Mass was celebrated on Friday, May 4, at 
St. John Vianney Catholic Church in Houston. The 
family received friends at a reception on Friday, 
May 4, in the Solarium at The Carriage Inn in 
Katy. Interment was in Mountain Grove Cemetery, 
Bridgeport, CT.

Partly published by The Daily Hampshire Gazette



NEW SUBSCRIBERS
Joyce Singleton, and Joyce Smith (gift from Margie 
Scribner). Margie, thank you for your generous gift.

RENEWAL SUBSCRIBERS
Martha Lea Alaniz, Dameria Autry, W Richard/
Joan M Brubaker, Allan F Bubeck Jr, Juan Carrizales 
Jr, Doris Hightower, Tom/Billie Holloway, Janice 
Horton, Earl/Marilyn Johnson, Mildred Reeves, 
Juan/Wynell Rodriguez, Melvin Rueffer, Virginia 
A Sellers, Robert Small, M/M Wayne Southwell, 
Paula Szablowski,Betty Telfer, William H/Jeanette 
Turnham, and Elma Usrey

DONATIONS - LOVE FUND
Thanks those people for their generous donations 
to LOVE FUND & SOCIAL for meats: Larry Butler, 
Judy Becker, Gus/Zelma Curbello, Ralph Daniels, 
Don/Fung Hahn, Janice Horton, Audrey Leger, 
Delma/Carl Long, Betty Telfer, Patsy Walker, and 
Tommy/Jenice Wells.
Thanks to Allan F Bubeck Jr for his thoughtful 
donation to LOVE FUND in memory of his wife, 
Lorena Frances Kee Smith Bubeck. A note from 
Allan saying “My wife of 38 years - deceased on 05-
25-11; resided in Houston from 1940’s to 1970.”

EDITOR’S MESSAGE
I proudly announced that my granddaughter 
Chloe J Slaton was born to her parents Ginny & 
Chris Slaton on April 27. Chloe’s weight was 7 
lbs 8 oz & height was 19-1/2 inches. Aubrey L 
Slaton was excited to be her big sister.
Don’t forget to send me some news, anniversary, 
birthday, obituary and color photos (4” X 6”; high 
resolution like 150 dpi) before or on 15th day of 
each month. Thanks!

Judy Becker
Newsletter Editor
E-mail: hdscnews@yahoo.com
Mobile: memaw519@gmx.com
VP: 281-667-4763
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Houston Deaf Senior Citizens Love Fund
A non-profit, 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization

Subscription / Donation Form
Check one of the following:
Newsletter subscription: $10/year x ____ year(s) = $______ New Renewal   or Unsubscribe

 Gift subscription from (who)  ($10.00 per year)

 Donation to HDSCLF $____________ in memory of  (tax deductible)

 Donation: $____________ to the Houston Deaf Senior Citizens Love Fund, Inc. (tax deductible)

CURRENT ADDRESS: (Please print) MOVING? - NEW ADDRESS: (Please print)

Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City/State/Zip: City/State/Zip:
Email: VP,       TTY or      Fax #:
Mail the above form with a check or money order (payable to HDSCLF) to HDSCLF, P. O. Box 664, 
Missouri City, TX 77459-0664. Thank you for your support.
HDSCLF Staff only: Cash Money Order Check
 (in person only) # #

Thanks to Margie Scribner for her thoughtful 
donation to LOVE FUND in memory of her husband, 
Michael.
To all donors, thank you for your thoughtfulness 
and support to our HDSCLF Love Fund.
Audrey Leger
Treasurer


