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Officer James Sobota came to greet the members of Houston Deaf 

Senior Citizens Love Fund by giving the “ILY” sign and said that it 

was nice to be with his family at 10 am at MMSC because he told 

someone at the DEAFShop Series: Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

Roundtable with Law Enforcement Officers that he had to be here 

instead of being there at 10 am on October 11. He introduced Em-

manuel Arizona Eziashi, member of the Mayor’s Committee on 

People with Disabilities (MCOPD), and he is the MCOPD’s chair of 

Law Enforcement and First Responder Response to the Disability 

Community and also works with Officer Sobota at some events. 

Officer Sobata started off with brief remarks on several people 

from Denver PD and even from Bellaire PD contacting him to re-

quest information about Houston’s Positive Interaction Program 

(PIP).  He said that he had been asked about PIP in the past, so it was heartening for him to talk about this 

program and about Houston PD’s work with the deaf and hard of hearing community. 

Sobota let us know that he plans to interview some HDSCLF members to get their feedback and thoughts 

on active shooter training.  He mentioned that the media would bring up the need for stricter gun laws, 

background checks, regulate people who have guns, the need to register guns, etc.  The feedback on the 

gun laws from HDSCLF members focused on a lot of people spend time on violent video games, a lot of 

broken systems from schools and families, and lack of volunteerism from other people. Several HDSCLF 

members suggested that we need to get back to the basics: parenting, parents and families working with 

schools, volunteering, etc. regarding active shooter training. 

Sobota let us know that he is certified by Homeland Security on bomb making materials prevention aware-

ness program. He gave examples of past bombings such as Oklahoma City bombing (Timothy McVeigh), 

Boston Marathon bombing, etc.  He explained that these bombers have an agenda and would buy materi-

als from hardware stores such as Home Depot in order to create bomb materials; they usually pay by cash 
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The hardware stores are getting training to inquire what and why people are buying certain types. They 

are asking these stores to report the types of transactions, follow them to the car, to get them on video, 

get license plate numbers, etc.  He also encourages neighbors to report, too because they have at times 

seen people bring in chemicals and other dangerous materials to homes or apartments. 

Sobota encourages us to let him know if we have certain topics that we would like for him to present at 

the future HDSCLF meetings.  He let us know that the next PIP meeting will be at Woodhaven on October 

1st at 7 pm, and the topic will be about 311. 

Patsy Walker announced that Mary Evelyn Floerke, 93, of Taft, Texas, passed away on September 9, 2019. 

Her husband was William A. Floerke.  She added that Robert “Bob” Dill, husband of Carolyn Dill, passed 

away on September 8, 2019.  She then gave the floor to Jim Dermon. 

Jim Dermon gave a quick run down on HDSCLF’s field trips: September 14 in Baytown, October 12 in Goli-

ad, November 16 (Polar Express Train) in Galveston, and December 3 & 4 in Fredericksburg.  He encour-

aged anyone interested in one or all of these field trips to see him. 

Brent Burns let everyone know that he worked with Judy Becker on September 10 to work on transferring 

the administrative duties of managing Houston Deaf Senior Citizens Love Fund Facebook page which is 

now active.  He encourages the HDSCLF members to check it out on Facebook in order to join the HDSCLF 

Facebook page. 

After the conclusion of the meeting, the senior citizens enjoyed eating sandwiches, chips, and desserts. 

The attendance at the HDSCLF Social Gathering was 31 people. 

JOIN US IN A SWEET COSTUME PARTY 

Treats—Games—Costume Contest 

October 9th—HDSCLF Social 

November 13th 
HDSCLF Social 

Looking Forward to Having Fun at HDSCLF!!! 
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Baytown Nature Center 

Eddie V Gray Wetlands Center 

Baytown Historical Museum 

HDSCLF  Field Trip Day at  Baytown, TX— Sept 14, 2019         

Front Row:  Gertie Sessions,   

Marion McCreary, Robert Ballard, 

Frances Beavert,   Virendra Desai, 

Dennis Smith 

Back Row:  Dennis Prescott,     

Interpreter Margaret,  Lawrence    

Coleman, Interpreter Sallie, Brent 

Burns, Wally  Mallay, Clyde      

Andrew, Christina Rodriguez, 

Yvonne Butler, Deborah Daniels, 

Wanda Andrew, Larry Butler,    

Jan Dermon, Jim Dermon 
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History of Baytown Nature Center, Baytown, Texas 

On September 14, 2019, the HDSCLF senior citizens started out 

the day by exploring Baytown Nature Center while riding on a 

bus.  The weather that morning was nice and gorgeous with 

nice breezes.  We were grateful for Dennis Prescott, a recently 

retired employee of City of Baytown Parks and Recreation, and 

Sallie Sherman, former Education Coordinator for City of Bay-

town, for being our tour guides to explain about the brief his-

tory of Baytown Nature Center and its wonderful attributes.  

The highlight of our tour of this nature center was going up to 

the gazebo on a man-made hill to have a nice 360 degree view 

of San Jacinto Monument, the Fred Hartman bridge, the Exx-

onMobil plant, and somewhat obscured Houston skyline due 

to smog. 

The following information was from the Baytown Nature Cen-

ter website,  this area was first settled by the Arkokisa Indians 

when they hunted, fished, and gathered shell fish from the 

marshes and bays on the land that is now Baytown Nature 

Center. They made this area their summer homes for hundreds 

of years.  Many artifacts including pottery, fish spears and oth-

er artifacts of their existence have been found along the shores 

of the bays. By the mid 1830s, these native Indians had all died 

out. 

In 1910 Edwin Rice Brown Sr. of Mississippi bought 530 acres 

from the Wooster Estate for $15,000 on which to raise cattle. 

In 1937, Edwin Rice Brown Jr. sold lots on Crystal Bay to Hum-

ble Oil executives for homes.  The exclusive residential area of 

Brownwood was annexed to the City of Baytown in 1962.  In 

the early 1970s, the Brownwood subdivision had over 360 

homes. 

Withdrawal of groundwater by neighborhoods and industry 

was causing the area to subside. Eventually the area had sunk 

10 to 15 feet causing some property to be submerged in the 

bay or subject to tidal flooding. 

In August 1983, Hurricane Alicia devastated the Brownwood 

area. Storm tides over 10 feet sweep over the peninsula, and 

the subdivision was virtually demolished.  Most of the area 

was declared uninhabitable. 

Over time the ruined homes were demolished, and the debris 

cleared away.  A master plan was developed to turn the area 

into a nature center. 

In 1995, 65 acres of the Brownwood site was returned to a mix 

of tidal wetlands, fresh and brackish water pools, and forested 

islands and Baytown Nature Center opened. 

Dennis explained that he and the employees of the City of Bay-

town Parks and Recreation were responsible for rebuilding, 

restoring or repaired many of the structures which were dam-

aged or destroyed by the 13 feet of flood water when Baytown 

Nature Center was severely damaged by Hurricane Ike in 2008. 

Visiting Baytown Nature Center on your own or with your fam-

ily or with your grandchildren is highly recommended. 

https://www.baytownnaturecenter.org/bnc-facilities/history-

nature-center-site/ 

Dennis Prescott, 
Our Tour Guide 
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Field Trip—Goliad, TX:  Embracing the Past 
 

Saturday, October 12, 2019          Cost:  $10.00 
Deadline:  October 9, 2019 
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Last August, Jim and Jan Dermon visited Henniker, New Hampshire, his hometown.  That small-town name 

is the only Henniker on Earth.  While there, Jim was researching the Dermon farm, at Henniker Historical 

Society.  He learned there was a deaf man, Thomas Brown, who was born and lived in that town for many 

years and was buried there.    

Thomas was one of the first great American Deaf leaders and he founded important institutions for the 

Deaf in America.  He was the first president of the New England Gallaudet Association of the Deaf.

For more information about Thomas, click: 

https://books.google.com/books?

id=KySGdskgT9EC&pg=PA90&lpg=PA90&dq=Thomas+Brown+Deaf+Henniker+NH&source=bl&ots=m20393sz1r&sig=ACfU3U29it

_J2coNiVw0wWRYwehXtrtT_w&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjb9t-

OhOfkAhUGC6wKHUAQAbg4ChDoATAEegQIAxAB#v=onepage&q=Thomas%20Brown%20Deaf%20Henniker%20NH&f=false  

Jim Dermon 
 Visiting His 
Hometown,  
Henniker, 

New Hampshire 

Dermon’s Vacation Trip to New Hampshire 

Sympathy 

To 

Carolyn Dill  

in loss of her 

husband, 

Bob Dill 

In Memoriam 

Charlene Grimes 

Mullenix 

08/16/1933 

08/20/2019

TSD 1952
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Brief history of Autumn vs Fall 

In Texas, we usually say or sign that we only have two seasons:     
summer and winter.  Others would sign summer, summer, summer, 
and winter for our four (4) seasons in Texas as well in other Southern 
states. At this time of writing, the proper term is autumn.  Do you 
know that Autumn or Fall is the only season with two names?  How 
did that happen? 
 
Autumn and Fall both are used in American and British English.       
Autumn is the more formal term whereas Fall is a casual term.  In 
fact, these terms began in Britain. 
 

Historically, the older of two words is autumn which first came into English in the 1300s from the Latin 
word autumnus. In fact, a lot of people in Britain before or around the 1300s would say harvest for this 
season.  Autumn then became a popular name at the time.  On the other hand, there was a phrase, “the 
fall of the leaves” was later shortened to fall in the 1600s in Great Britain. 
 
English was brought to North America, so autumn and fall was used in the New World. Naturally, the    
English spoken in America and the English spoken in Britain became different because of not much contact 
between the English speakers of the United States and of Great Britain.  The type of English spoken in 
America became part of our early national identity. 
 
By the mid-1800s, fall was considered entirely as American by American lexicographers, that is, people 
who compile dictionaries.  That is how we in the United States still say or sign Fall. In Great Britain, most 
Britons would say autumn, yet others may say fall. 
 
In Texas, some people would say, “It’s fall in Texas. You know what that means! Nothing. It is still 90       
degrees outside.”   We can sign or say Autumn or Fall, but most of us will still use Fall. 
 
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/autumn-vs-fall 

Contributed by Brent Burns 

Aji Chile Salsa 

Soak 1/3 cup finely diced white 

onion in ice water 15 minutes; 

drain.   

Mix with 1/2 cup each finely diced tomato and 

chopped cilantro, 1 each seeded minced aji chile 

and garlic clove, 2 tablespoons white wine vine-

gar, 1 tablespoon lime juice and 2 teaspoons 

extra-virgin olive oil.   

Thin with water.  Season with salt. 
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Renewals: 
Larry/Yvonne Butler 
Lawrence Coleman, Sr. 
Bill/Ann Hornbeak 
Janie Morales 
Melvia Nomeland 
Rose Warchesick 
Robert Yost 
 
Gift Subscription: 
Monti Plium (Janie Morales) 
 
New Subscribers: 
Thurman Amerson 
Donald Modisette 
 
Donation to HDSC Love Fund: 
Melvia Nomeland 
 
On the behalf of HDSCLF board, 
we want to thank you for your 
kind donation. Your generosity 
makes a difference in the lives of 
Houston Deaf Citizens. Thank you 
again for your kindness. 
   Jim Dermon 
   HDSCLF Treasurer 

Disclaimer: Information published in the 

newsletter is though to be reliable at the 

time of publication. However, we do not 

guarantee the accuracy of the content in 

the information presented. 

8




