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Top: Two interpreters - Bill Collins Jr. and Alan Sessions Not pictured: Patsy Walker and Phillip DeLozier
Back: Bill Hornbeak, Ann Hornbeak, Mickey McKenzie, Lawrence Coleman Jr., Joe Radwanski, Debbie Laurciella, Frank Laurciella, William Lambert, Larry Rice, Don 

Sah, Deborah Daniels, Christine Johnson, Rochelle Simpson, Judy Lorenz, Tom Wells, Thomas Langham
Front: Dinah McKenzie, Debbie Lokey, Lulu Radwanski, Ellen Sias, Gertrude Sessions, Patricia Lynch, Margo Jarreau, Delma Long, Audrey Leger, Janie Morales, Doina 

Langham, John Holland, Virendra Desai.

HDSCLF Field Trip
On May 12TH we, 32 Senior Citizens, took a field trip to Austin to ride the Duck Boat, and a couple from 
Austin and two Austin interpreters met and joined with us there. Before sail into the Lake Austin, the 
captain of duck boat gave us all the Duck Whistler ”Quacker” and toured us around part of downtown 
in that duck also blew the whistle sound like “Quack, Quack”.  We had fun with the whistle! In old times 
the streets were named different kind of trees; in these current years the streets were changed and are 
named as 1ST, 2ND, 5TH Street, etc. We learned lot interesting history around in Austin downtown. Former 
US Presidents and famous persons often came to Austin to spend the night at one of the buildings and the 
restaurant for the conference, etc.
One of the brief stories:

Ima Hogg was daughter of James “Big Jim” Stephen Hogg & Sarah Ann Stinson. James 
Hogg was a Governor of Texas in Austin from 1890 to 1894, (Wikipedia.org). Ima Hogg 
was known as “The First Lady of Texas” was an American Society leader, philanthropist, 
patron, and collector of the arts, one of the most respected women in Texas during the 
20th century; stronger, brilliant, brave, and daring woman. Her name ‘Ima Hogg’ spells 
and sound like saying “I‘m a hog”. When she heard that Sam Houston came to Austin tried 
to capture the areas. She went to fire the cannons to block Sam from claiming the lands.

Then went down to the Austin Lake the Captain told us to blow the whistle. People at the decks heard 
that and one of them got ready to leave the deck, and let us sailed into the Lake Austin (22 miles long 

Continued on next page



lake and about 25 feet deep also near the Tom Miller Dam). There are many 
beautiful large mansions located the hill on both sides of the lake. Several 
famous Hollywood stars bought the mansions there, using only for vacation 
& conference something like that. Also a few of business like Sam Sung, Dell, 
etc. bought there, too. Very Interested!!!
Afterward before get off the boat two interpreters, Alan Sessions and Bill 
Collins, Jr. both shared and gave all women each with long stem rose for 
Mother’s Day. Gertie Sessions the tour leader got beautiful red & yellow roses. The rest of women got 
beautiful yellow rose. We’re surprised. So nice and sweet of them!!! We thanked them. After lunch at 
Golden Corral we left Austin and stop at Hruska’s Bakery store and bought something delicious before on 
way back to Houston. We were tired but really had fun and enjoyed the trip. It’s worth it to go!!!

Written by Audrey Leger

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the ending of slavery in the United States.  
Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19th that the Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon Granger, 
landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved were now free. Note 
that this was two and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation - which had 
become official January 1, 1863. The Emancipation Proclamation had little impact on the Texans due to 
the minimal number of Union troops to enforce the new Executive Order. However, with the surrender of 
General Lee in April of 1865, and the arrival of General Granger’s regiment, the forces were finally strong 
enough to influence and overcome the resistance.

Flag Day

On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress approved the design of a national flag.
Since 1916, when President 
Woodrow Wilson issued a 
presidential proclamation 
establishing a national Flag Day 
on June 14, Americans have 
commemorated the adoption of the 
Stars and Stripes by celebrating 
June 14 as Flag Day. Prior to 1916, 
many localities and a few states 
had been celebrating the day for 
years. Congressional legislation 
designating that date as the 
national Flag Day was signed into 
law by President Harry Truman 
in 1949; the legislation also called 
upon the president to issue a flag 
day proclamation every year.

The Birth of Old Glory [detail], Percy Moran, artist, 
copyright 1917. Prints & Photograph Division



After short meeting, I 
started requeshing each 
of about 50 patrons 
and visitors to tell 
their story about their 
beloved mother we 
have remembered. We 
enjoyed an awesome 
memory of our mother, 
who raised us into 
better life. Our lovely 
mother has been 
thankful role! 

Thank Patsy Walker for ordering and bringing 
Chick-fil-A boxes to us after she collected $6 
from us. Oh lord, they were very delicious.

YUMMY!

May - Happy Birthday!
 Judy Becker Don Hahn

Not Picture: Ellen Sias & Phillip DeLozier

Happy Anniversary!
 James Fair Lavern Fair

May 16, 1953

June Birthday
 09 Margaretta Graham
 10 Sheila Kennedy
 14 Sheri Crabtree
 16 Cristina Rodriguez
 23 Ann Hornbeak
 24 Luci Ryan

Anniversary
Troy & Margaretta Graham - 6/22/1963
Elias & Cristina Rodriguez - 6/26/1982

HDSCLF Events
 June 14 Father’s Day Luncheon
 July 12 “4th of July” Picnic

HDSCLF Field Trips
 Summer TBA

HDSCLF Annual Trips
 October 3-5 Oklahoma City & Dallas



Senior Lingo
Senior citizens have taken to texting 
with gusto. They even have their own 
vocabulary:
BFF: Best Friend Fainted 
BYOT: Bring Your Own Teeth 
CBM: Covered by Medicare 
FWB: Friend with Beta-blockers 
LMDO: Laughing My Dentures Out 
GGPBL: Gotta Go, Pacemaker Battery Low!

— Old Age Jokes
Submitted by Dinah McKenzie



HAWAII TRIP
My daughter Debra, and I took a trip to Hawaii for the first time from April 13th to 
20th. We arrived at Thursday afternoon in Honolulu. We were starving so we went to 
Uncle’s Fish Market & Grill. As my daughter reminded me, we were there for lunch 
(Hawaiian time) as I kept saying dinner (Houston’s time). Then, we went to Courtyard 
Marriott to check in which is located in North Shore. The next day (14th), we went to 
Polynesian Cultural Center at noon for a tour guide of all the islands. We watched a 

performance by 5 different group of people from each island. It was beautiful and fascinating to watch them. 
Their costumes were all different colors. Then, we watch a performance with the group from Tonga. That was 
funny as they selected 3 guys from the audience to join them. Debra and I were laughing too hard. Next, was 
the Luau at 6:00 PM where we had a buffet dinner and drank out of Pineapples! We also got the chance to 
sample pig meat that was cooked in the ground. It was delicious. Then, we headed to the Theatre where we 
watched a life performance about a guy that grew up and lived there. It was great!

On the 15th, we visited the Dole Plantation where we learned that it takes 2 ½ years to grow pineapples. 
Wow! What a surprise! We took a train ride called the Pineapple Express out in the fields and we saw these 
pineapples growing. Then, we took a walk through the Garden to view various plants and flowers. The 
Pineapple Float was the best drink!!! Yummy!
On the 16th, we celebrated Easter by going to the Cinnamon’s Restaurant in a nearby city. We enjoyed our 
lunch there and it began to rain. Then, we took a different route back to our Hotel. We stopped at Waimea 
Valley to see the Waterfall. However, it was raining so bad that we decided to come back another day. So, we 
stopped to get SHAVED ICE! Delicious!!!
On the 17th, we headed to a town called Haleiwa for shopping and ate lunch there. It was a cute town as there 
were so many people visiting that town. Then, we headed back to the Polynesian Cultural Center for the 2nd 
time to get involved in more activities there. It was interesting to see how these people lived. Also, we took a 
bus tour of the Mormon Temple and BYU (Brigham Young University) campus.
On the 18th, we headed to Honolulu to stop at the Iolani Palace where we learned so much about the history 
of Hawaii. The building was beautiful inside and all the wood inside was real wood. All the rooms were lovely 
to look at. After that, we headed to Pearl Harbor. We saw a movie was that closed captioned for the deaf about 
the bombing. Then, we took a boat ride to the Memorial area for those that lost their lives in that bombing. 
For dinner, we ate at PF Chang’s Restaurant as their food is delicious. Then, we did some walking in that town 
before heading back to the Hotel.
On the 19th, we headed back to Waimea Valley as it was a beautiful day. Debra and I walked to the top; then, 
down to the Waterfall. There were plants and flowers everywhere during that walk. People were swimming 
under the Waterfall. Then, we left and went to Kualoa Ranch. This is where many of the movies and shows 
were filmed. It was so interesting to see how these scenes were in those shows that we watch! 
On the 20th, it was time to head back to Houston, TX! We were sad because we were having so much fun in 
Hawaii and the weather was beautiful. We stopped in Haleiwa for a big lunch that afternoon before heading 
to the Airport. We also visited the Ala Moana Center where there were many shops and restaurants. It was an 
awesome sight as it was 4 floors high. Then, we arrived back in Houston the 21st at 7:43 AM!!!! ALOHA!!!

Submitted by Nancy Morris



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

HDSCLF MEETING/SOCIAL
@ Metropolitan Multi-Service Ctr.

9075 W. Gray St.
Houston, TX 77019

The HDSCLF meeting hold on
second Wednesday every month,

from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.

Head Committee Chairs:
 Greeter – Robert Yost
 Event Planner – Judy Lorenz
 Luncheon/Prizes – Patsy Walker
 Refreshment – Bertha  Moses
 Travel – Gertrude Sessions
 Subscription – Jim Dermon
 Tidbits & Website – Judy Becker
HDSCLF Officers:
 Judy Becker, Acting President
  hdsclf8web@gmail.com
 Vacant, 1st-Vice President
  – –
 Patsy Walker, 2nd-Vice President
  waynellus@hotmail.com
 Don Hahn, Secretary
  hdsclf@gmail.com
 Jim Dermon, Treasurer
  jdermon.senior@gmail.com

Mail to:
 Houston Deaf Senior Citizens Love Fund
 P. O. Box 130705
 Houston, TX 77219-0705

Renewals:
 Lawrence E Coleman
 Felix Guerra
 Winona Heinz
 Jennie Lee Jordan
 Bertha Moses

On the behalf of HDSCLF board, we 
want to thank you for your kind 
donation. Your generosity makes 
a difference in the lives of Houston 
Deaf Senior Citizens.
Thanks again for your kindness.

  Jim Dermon
  HDSCLF Treasurer

Don Hahn Jim Dermon

Patsy WalkerJudy Becker

Disclaimer:  Information published 
in the newsletter is thought to be 
reliable at the time of publication. 
However, we do not guarantee 
the accuracy of the content in the 
information presented.

(Require)

Send some excited news, delicious recipes, an announcement (newborn baby, birthday, anniversary, obituary), and color photos 
(JPG or PNG formats) to me before or on 15th day of each month. Thanks!

Judy Becker, Editor of HDSCLF Tidbits; Email: hdsclf8web@gmail.com


