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SENIOR CITIZENS’ FIELD TRIP
Friday, January 13, 2012

It was a beautiful day with 22 seniors heading to 
Brookshire for the first stop. We went into Waller 
County Historical Museum where we learned a lot 
of things from the past. Brookshire was named for 
Nathan Brookshire, who was a captain in the Texas 
Army. On December 29, 1845, Texas became the 
28th state in the Union. Texas had six flags - Spain, 
France, Mexico, Republic of Texas, Confederate 
States, and United States. The Museum was in 
a house built by Dr. Paul Donigan and his wife, 
Rebecca. He came to America to study medicine. 
His office was attached to his home. We headed to 
Tony’s Restaurant in Sealy for a delicious buffet 
meal. After that, we headed to Bellville, where we 

stopped at the Austin 
County Jail Museum. As 
we entered the museum, 
we were in the living 
quarters for the sheriff 
and his family. The north 
side provided an office 
for the jailor and sheriff 
on the first floor while 
the jail cells were on 
the 2nd and 3rd floors. 
There was a small 4th 

floor, which served as the space for the gallows. It 
was used only once. Food (beans and bread) was 
prepared by the sheriff ’s wife and served on tin 
plates. The last prisoner was removed from that 
building in 1982. We stopped at a Bakery Shop and 
a Meat Market before heading home. It was a trip 
enjoyed by all.

Written by Nancy Morris
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LUNCHEON MENU
Broccoli Beef

Honey Walnut Shrimp
Sweet & Sour Chicken

Fried Rice
Chow Mein

Veggie egg rolls
Fortune cookies

Green tea

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAY
 19 Robert Stevens
 23 Luci Ryan
 25 Earl Johnson
 29 Martha Quinn

ANNIVERSARY
 9 Don & Fung Hahn
  27 years (1985)
 14 David & Linda Garcia
  38 years (1974)

FEBRUARY SENIORS FIELD TRIP

Friday, February 10, 2012

Visit
Mary E. Hopkins Santa Claus Museum - $2.00

Alley Log Cabin - $1.00
Confederate Memorial Museum (1883) - $2.00

ON OWN LUNCH:  Schobel’s Restaurant
Buffet: $10.50 not included drink  or  Menu: $6.00 & up

Bus Departs at 8:45 AM for Columbus, TX
Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church

9920 Long Point
Houston, TX 77055

 CONTACT: Gertrude Sessions CONTACT: Julie Spaulding
 VP: (281) 249-5284 VP: (281) 249-5276

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Friday, February 3:
ASL Social
Hibachi Grill & Buffet
12183 Katy Freeway, Suite #H
Houston, TX 77079
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Sunday, February 5
Lone Star Deaf Bowling, Inc.
BFE Rock Club
11528 Jones Road
Houston, TX 77070
VP: 281-712-8611 (Dominique)
12 noon to 12 midnight
Tuesday, February 7:
Positive Interaction Program
“Laura Recovery Center”
Woodhaven Church for the Deaf
9920 Long Point
Houston, Texas
7:30 pm

Wednesday, February 8:
HDSCLF Meeting / Luncheon
Metropolitan Multi-Service Ctr

1475 W. Gray Street
Houston, Texas 77019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Friday, February 10:
Deaf/ASL Social (Ft. Bend) 
Chick-fila-A
200010 Southwest Freeway
Sugarland, Texas 77022   
4:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Saturday, February 11:
Deaf Women’s Health & 
Empowerment Fair
Metropolitan Multi-Service Ctr
1475 W. Gray Street
Houston, Texas 77479
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Wednesday, February 22:
HDSCLF Social/Games
Metropolitan Multi-Service Ctr
1475 W. Gray Street
Houston, Texas 77019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
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New Positions of HDSCLF’s Meeting
We have new positions that are shown on left column on page 2. We have meeting and luncheon on 
second Wednesday every month. We also have seminar and social/games on fourth Wednesday every 
month.

LuncheonMeeting

Social

39th Anniversary
Amelia & Felix Guerra

 Patsy Walker  William Lorenz Mickey McKenzie
  Jenice Wells

January Birthday



One aspect of deaf history that will never be 
repeated, is that of deaf peddling. This activity, 
which usually involved deaf people selling 
alphabet cards on the street, was one that shamed 
the American deaf community and hurt the 
image of deaf people for years. Today, there are 
laws against deaf peddling. Even I have met deaf 
peddlers in my lifetime. I remember seeing one or 
two deaf peddlers at an outdoor mall, and one time 
spotting them at an airport.
History of Deaf Peddling
Many deaf people turned to peddling starting 
around the 1870s, because of inability to find 
suitable employment. Peddling peaked in the early 
1950s as deaf people who had been employed 
during the war years lost their jobs. The image 
of deaf people was so badly damaged by deaf 
peddling that it took a concerted fight by the 
National Association of the Deaf and other deaf 
organizations, to bring an end to it. (It resurfaced 
briefly in the 1990s, as described in Deaf Slavery.) 
Deaf peddling was described in a book, “Deaf 
Peddler: Confessions of an Inside Man,” by former 
deaf peddler Dennis Buck.
Pretend Deaf Peddlers
Sometimes hearing people would pretend to be 

deaf. Suspicious deaf people would sign to them to 
“test” to see if they were really deaf. One hearing 
person who pretended to be a deaf peddler 
was William Rockefeller, the father of John D. 
Rockefeller.
Deaf Peddling in Deaf Culture
Art and theater have both acknowledged deaf 
peddling. Susan Dupor did a diptych artwork, 
“Transportation Hub,” that represents deaf 

peddling. The National Theatre 
of the Deaf had a performance, 
“Profile of a Deaf Peddler.” 
Another play, “25 Cents,” was 
available from now defunct The 
Tactile Mind website. A search 
on the Internet Archive found 
the author’s name, Aaron Weir 
Kelstone, and a description: “Even 
though the old Deaf peddler 

warns his friend Brian otherwise, Brian stays 
around for his stories. Harry sees Brian with the 
peddler, whom he doesn’t accept as a Deaf person. 
Their confrontation reveals different points of 
view on the peculiar institution of Deaf peddling. 
Age-old questions of pride and shame arise as they 
try to untangle themselves from cultural labels.” 
Now out of print, this play is now a deaf collectible.

Deaf History - Deaf Peddlers
Embarrassing the Deaf Community

By Jamie Berke, About.com Guide - Updated February 20, 2010
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Greeting to all Deaf Women,
Welcome to the first Deaf Women’s Health 
and Empowerment Fair!   I want to take the 
opportunity to tell you how exciting we are to have 
this event. 
It is an event for Deaf Women to learn about health 
and empowerment.  We will have screening for 
blood pressure, diabetes, etc.  We will have Deaf 
speaker who will talk to all of us about health in 
various areas in our lives.  We will have many other 
things that you will learn.
It is so important to take care of our mind and 
body to stay healthy.  At this event, we all will learn 
how to do this. Being healthy, we have happiness in 
our life. 
My team has come together because we see 
the need for the Deaf Women to learn, to get 

resources, find answers, etc.  We have work hard 
to put together this event.  We care about our Deaf 
Women. 
At the end, we will have women’s circle---where 
we will sit around in circle and listen to you about 
what do you want to happen after this event.  This 
is one highlight that we want to do is to hear from 
you.
Come and enjoy the day at this event to be with 
all Deaf Women to learn together on how to be 
healthy and how to empower ourselves. 
Blessing with Joy,
Cynthia J. Stevens
dwhefchairperson@gmail.com 
DWHEF Chairperson

See the Community Events on page 2.
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DEAF-BLIND GIRL OFF SCHOOL
AFTER TEACHERS BAN GUIDE DOG

© Copyright Mirror on 12/12/2011

A DEAF and blind teenager is off 
school after teachers banned her 
guide dog from the dining hall.
Molly Watt, 17, says she was left 
to eat alone in a separate room 
because another pupil who uses the 

canteen is allergic to her black Labrador, Unis.
The A-Level student has since been signed off sick 
and has not been to school since November 3.
Her mum Jane, 46, a charity worker from 

DISCRIMINATION ACT
Email message from Robert Yost

Robert wanted you to read his message (below).

NINE THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Number 9
Life is sexually transmitted.

Number 8
Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at 
which one can die.

Number 7
Give a person a fish and you feed him for a day. 
Teach a person to use the Internet and he won’t 
bother you for weeks, months, maybe years.

Number 6
Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying 
in the hospitals, dying of nothing.

Number 5
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It 
pays no attention to criticism.

Number 4
Why does a slight tax increase cost you $800 and a 
substantial tax cut saves you $30?

Number 3
In the 60’s, people took acid to make the world 
weird. Now the world is weird and people take 
Prozac to make it normal.

Number 2
Life is like a jar of Jalapeno peppers--what you do 
today, might burn your ass tomorrow.

And the Number 1 thought --- as someone 
recently said:
“Don’t worry about old age - it doesn’t last that 
long.”

Hello Ms. Ford,

I would like to report a discrimination act by 
the network and Comcast on Monday night, 
November 28th. The facts are that both the 
Bill O’Reilly program and Hannity program 
(back-to-back) had no closed caption. This 
would be the equivalent of two programs 
back-to-back having no audio. I’ve no doubt 
at all that Comcast would be up in arms to 
prevent something like this happening to the 
hearing viewers. Comcast would have taken 
immediate action with the network to fix the 
situation. However, both the network and 
Comcast saw no need to restore the closed 
caption to the two programs. I would like to 
mention that during the O’Reilly commercial 
break, a commercial was in closed caption. 
So, undoubtly, this was not a problem to be 
blamed on individual TVs.

As soon as possible, I would appreciate 
a respond from Comcast through you of 
what action will be taken to prevent this 
discrimination. I’ve brought several examples 
to you of other cases of closed caption 
problems and have not gotten a response 
about those. Hopefully, I’ll hear back from you 
soon.

Robert Yost

Maidenhead, Berks, said: “The dog gives her 
independence and means  everything to her. She 
had panic attacks after being asked to leave Unis.”
Molly, studying English, textiles and performing, 
was born deaf and lost her sight aged 14.
She was then moved to the specialist boarding 
school.
Tony Shaw, head of Mary Hare School in Newbury, 
Berks, said the ban left Molly without Unis for less 
than two hours a week.
He said she could use other support, such as a stick 
or a friend, for that period.
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Deaf nephew accused in first Vegas 
slaying of year

Updated 05:02 p.m., Tuesday, January 3, 2012

LAS VEGAS (AP) — A deaf man told police he shot 
his 59-year-old aunt to death in a New Year’s Day 
argument, according to an arrest report made 
public Tuesday.
David Monarrez, 29, was being held at the Clark 
County jail pending a court appearance on a felony 
murder charge filed after the Sunday slaying of 
Rosa Monarrez at the Las Vegas home they shared 
with two other family members.
Rosa Monarrez was found dead Sunday from a 
gunshot to the head, authorities said.
David Monarrez was arrested Monday, when he 
returned to the home in a neighborhood southeast 
of downtown.
Police reported confiscating from Monarrez the 
9mm handgun believed to have been used in the 
slaying, and said he acknowledged shooting his 
aunt.
A family member, Clemente Monarrez, told police 
that Rosa Monarrez had a bipolar brain disorder 
and fought often with David Monarrez, mostly 
about money.
David Monarrez is deaf and schizophrenic, 
Clemente Monarrez said, and the fifth family 
member in the house is handicapped and uses a 
wheelchair.
Clemente Monarrez told police he returned from 
work to find Rosa Monarrez dead in a bedroom 
and David Monarrez gone.

Published by The Houston Chronicle

East Texas Medical Center, HHS Enter 
Into Resolution Agreement Over 

Services for Deaf Patients
Written by Jaimie Oh | December 13, 2011

HHS’ Office for Civil Rights and East Texas Medical 
Center Regional Healthcare System, based in Tyler, 
Texas, have entered into a resolution agreement 
under which ETMC will ensure that deaf or hard-
of-hearing patients will be screened and provided 
with sign language interpreter services when 
necessary. 
A deaf patient alleged she had not been provided 
a sign language interpreter while receiving prena-
tal care at ETMC Crockett (Texas) Hospital. After 
investigating the patient’s complaint, OCR issued a 
letter of concern to ETMC outlining deficiencies in 
their policies regarding services to deaf or hard-of-
hearing patients. 
As a result of the resolution agreement, ETMC will 
assess each patient to determine whether auxiliary 
aids and services are necessary to ensure effec-
tive communication and install additional text 
telephones. The healthcare organization will also 
implement a grievance procedure, new policies on 
nondiscrimination and the provision of auxiliary 
aids and services, appoint a coordinator to oversee 
those policies and provide staff training.
Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, hospitals that receive federal financial assis-
tance must provide auxiliary aids and services to 
individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

© Copyright ASC COMMUNICATIONS 2011.

New Hearing Aid
(June 23, 2007)

An elderly gentleman had serious hearing prob-
lems for a number of years. He went to the doc-
tor and the doctor was able to have him fitted 
for a set of hearing aids that allowed the gentle-
man to hear 100%.
The elderly gentleman went back in a month to 
the doctor and the doctor said, “Your hearing is 
perfect. Your family must be really pleased that 
you can hear again.”
The gentleman replied, “Oh, I haven’t told my 
family yet. I just sit around and listen to the con-
versations. I’ve changed my will three times!”

A Deaf Carpenter
On A Reality TV Program

Michael Arwood is deaf and he is a carpenter. He 
joined the construction crew that worked on a 
new home in the Knoxville, TN area – that will be 
shown on the Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
TV program. He was recently interviewed on a 
local TV news program.

From DeafDigest Mid-Week edition, January 18, 2012



OBITUARIES

Virena Louise Oliver, 79, 
passed away Thursday, 
December 15, 2011. Memorial 
service: 3 p.m. Monday at 
Heritage Square, 500 S. Beach 
St., Ft Worth. Interment: would 
be private in the Dye Mound 
Cemetery, Saint Jo, TX. Virena 
was born Nov. 22, 1932, in 

Antlers, OK., daughter of the late Annie Viola & 
Joseph Parker Etchieson. She was a graduate 
of the Oklahoma School for the Deaf. She was 
preceded in death by her husband Edwin of 44 
years. Survivors: Her children: Kyle Oliver & his 
wife Melinda and Terry Oliver & his wife Debbie; 5 
grandchildren; 5 great-grandchildren.

Partly published in Star-Telegram on December 18, 2011

Henrietta Devine passed 
away Wednesday morning, 
December 21, 2011, in 
Edgewood.
Henrietta was born July 3, 
1918, in Dallas. She was the 
daughter of Henry Parris 
Russum and Grace Matilda 

Hacker Russum. She was raised in Midlothian and 
graduated from the Austin School for the Deaf. On 
October 5, 1957, she married Marion Alvis Devine 
in Dallas. She was employed by Presbyterian 
Hospital in Dallas, where she worked in the food 
service dept., retiring in 1984. She lived in Farmers 
Branch prior to moving to Edgewood thirty years 
ago. She enjoyed being with her family & friends. 
She was a former member of Silent Friends Chapel 
at the First Baptist Church in Dallas and was a 
current member of the First Baptist Church in 
Edgewood.
Preceded in death by her parents; husband Marion 
Alvis Devine on Dec. 21, 1981; brother, Isaac 
Jackson Russum and two sisters, Annie Elizabeth 
Klepper and Willie Gail Willis.
Henrietta is survived by her daughter, Mimi 
Farnsworth & husband Ronald; brother Eugene 
Russum; two sisters, Margaret Lewis and Frances 
Dyer & husband Werner; four grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren and two on the way.

Partly published in Allan Fuller Funeral Home

Frances Dianne Cockerham, 
of Aledo, passed away Tuesday, 
December 27, 2011 at 
Weatherford Regional Hospital, 
following a very brief illness, at 
age 64. Dianne was born March 
8, 1947 at Houston to Fred L. & 
Mattie Marline Robinson. She 
grew up in Houston, but lived in 

Austin while she attended the Texas School for the 
Deaf, having lost her hearing at age two. She visited 
her relatives in the Groesbeck area many times, 
including her grandparents, & aunts. As an adult, 
she lived a few years in LA, then moved back to 
TX. Dianne worked for the Post Office early in her 
life, & retired from the Veterans Administration in 
Austin after working there for eighteen years. She 
is survived by her daughter & son-in-law, Diana 
& Darrin Kotlinski of Aledo (recently returned 
from England) & three grandchildren; stepson & 
daughter-in-law, David & Erin Cockerham of NC & 
their 4 children; brother & sister-in-law, Gary L. & 
Barbara Robinson of Hempstead; brother & sister-
in-law, Kerry & Tracy Robinson of Wimberly; sister, 
Karen Aleman of Houston; sister & brother-in-law, 
Kim and Johnny Ivey of Houston; & many nieces & 
nephews, & many friends in the deaf community.

Partly published in Groesback Funeral Home, Inc.

David Hampton Armstrong, Sr., 
was born December 29, 1942 and 
went to be with the Lord on January 
8, 2012 at the age of 69. He was 
preceded in death by his father Jesse 
Armstrong as well as 8 uncles & 2 

aunts. He is survived by his wife Bertha Armstrong, 
mother Dovie Armstrong, sons David Armstrong, 
Jr. (Stacy) & John Armstrong (Kimberly), 
daughter Bonnie Trujillo (Steve), brother Gregory 
Armstrong (Sandra) as well as 7 grandchildren & 
1 great-grandchild. He was dearly missed. He was 
buried at San Fernando Cemetery #3, San Antonio, 
TX.

Partly published in Express-News on January 11, 2012
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	   Houston	  Deaf	  Senior	  Citizens	  Love	  Fund	  
A	  non-‐profit,	  501(c)(3)	  tax	  exempt	  organization	  
Subscription	  /	  Donation	  Form	  

Check	  one	  of	  the	  following:	  
	   Newsletter	  Subscription	  only	  	  	  	  $10.00/year	  	  ×	  	  ______	  year(s)	  =	  $___________	   	  New	   	  Renewal	  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 	  
	  
	   Gift	  subscription	  from	  (who)	   ____________________________________________________________________ 	  ($10.00	  per	  year)	  
	   Donation	  to	  HDSCLF	  $_____________	  in	  memory	  of	   _______________________________________________ 	  (tax	  deductible)	  
	   Donation:	  $______________	  to	  the	  Houston	  Deaf	  Senior	  Citizens	  Love	  Fund,	  Inc.	  (tax	  deductible)	  
	  
CURRENT	  ADDRESS:	  (Please	  print)	   MOVING?	  	  -	  	  NEW	  ADDRESS:	  (Please	  print)	  

Name: ___________________________________________________ 	   Name: _______________________________________________________	  

Address: ________________________________________________ 	   Address: ____________________________________________________	  

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________ 	   City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________	  
	  
Email: ___________________________________________________ 	  	  VP,	  	  TTY	  or	  	  Fax	  #: ____________________________________	  
	  
Mail	  the	  above	  form	  with	  a	  check	  or	  a	  money	  order	  (payable	  to	  HDSCLF)	  to	  HDSCLF,	  P.	  O.	  Box	  664,	  Missouri	  
City,	  TX	  77459-‐0664.	  Thank	  you	  for	  your	  support.	  

HDSCLF Staff only:  Cash  Money Order  Check 
  (in person only)  #______________________________________  #_____________ 

NEW SUBSCRIBERS
Jo Ellen Hall; Jo Ann Adkins (gift from Dana 
Glasscock & Judy Becker); Tommy & Rose Graham 
(gift from Alfred Crager); Mrs. Suzanne Onderdonk 
(gift from Robert Yost).
Thanks to those people for their generous gift: 
Dana Glasscock, Judy Becker, Alfred Crager, and 
Robert Yost.

RENEWAL SUBSCRIBERS
Dorotha Altom, M/M Gordon Gibbons, Dana 
Glasscock, Alfonso Lopez, Brenda Mills, Nancy 
Morris, Marie Ramos, Doris Roswell, Bill & Trudy 
Shofner, Steven Sirois, Burba J. Thornton, and Doris 
N. Williams.

LOVE-FUND DONATIONS
Thanks to those people for their thoughtful 
donations to LOVE FUND:
 Sidney J. Braquet, Marie Ramos, and
 Alfonso Lopez.
Thank you for your continuing support our HDSCLF.
Audrey Leger
Treasurer

EDITOR’S MESSAGE
Valentine’s Day is on Tuesday, February 14th. Don’t 
forget to give your loved one something.

Don’t forget to send me news or photos.

Judy Becker
Newsletter Editor
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